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Ghatkopar market redvpt cleared,
15 holdout occupants must vacate

High Court describes the matter as a ‘classic redevelopment dispute’ obstructed by a handful
of occupants; orders holdout occupants, including former developer, to leave by November 10

Urvi Mahajani
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court has
cleared the decks for the rede-
velopment of the dilapidated
Parekh Market complex at
Ghatkopar (East), directing 15
holdout occupants, including
the project’s former devel-
oper, to vacate the premises
by November 10.

Justice Sandeep Marne
granted interim relief to
Ambit Life Style Homes LLP,
the developer appointed by
the Parekh Market Premises
Co-operative Housing Society.
The court was hearing their
suit seeking enforcement of a
2022 redevelopment agree-
ment.

The court observed that out

APPOINTED
DEVELOPER
Ambit Homes Life
Style Homes

327 lakh

Per month to
displaced residents

All statutory
clearances obtained,
including an SRA
Intimation of Approval
(IOA) issued in August

of 88 occupants, 70 have
already vacated and three of
the five existing structures
have been demolished pur-
suant to civic notices declar-
ing them dangerous.
However, the redevelopment
was stalled due to the refusal
of defendant 2 and 3 - former
developer Kanaiyalal
Madhavji Thakkar and his
proprietary firm — to vacate 12
premises they own or control.

Thakkar contended that he
retained rights to exploit the
balance FSI (floor space index)
potential of the 3,578 sq mt
plot based on decades-old
agreements. However, Justice
Marne noted that Thakkar’s
counterclaim asserting these
rights had been dismissed
earlier and that dismissal was

upheld up to the Supreme
Court in 2014. “With the dis-
missal of the Special Leave
Petition, the decree has
attained finality,” the judge
held, rejecting Thakkar’s
claim as “completely baseless”.

Noting that irreparable loss
would be caused to the plain-
tiff (Ambit Homes) and the
society members, Justice
Marne said, “The main
obstructor is the old devel-
oper, who hopes to further
exploit the land’s development
potential, while residents of
old and unsafe buildings wait
for new homes.”

Granting interim relief, the
court then directed defend-
ants 2 to 16 to vacate their
premises. If they fail to
comply, the court receiver has

been empowered to take pos-
session with police assistance
and hand it over to the devel-
oper. The judge further
ordered Ambit Homes to pay
transit rent to tenants of
defendants 2 and 3 and ensure
their re-accommodation in
permanent alternate prem-
ises after redevelopment.

Justice Marne concluded
that the defendants’ objec-
tions, including claims of arbi-
tration clauses, delayed mem-
bership, and pending peti-
tions, were “mere pretexts” to
stall redevelopment. “The
baseless  expectation  of
further milking the develop-
ment potential cannot be a
ground for indefinitely delay-
ing the project,” the court
added.

Centre stage for city college as mosque is returned

Manoj Ramakrishnan
MUMBAI

Last Saturday, a mosque in
Kot Razada village in the
Ajnala tehsil of Punjab’s
Amritsar district, which was
abandoned in the aftermath
of Partition, was handed over
to Muslims by the local com-
munity.

The azan or the call to
prayers — the first to be heard
in the village since 1947 when
Muslims left for newly cre-
ated Pakistan — was read out
by HK Pathan, a former
Assistant Commissioner of
Police (Railway Protection
Force) from Mumbai.

Pathan was visiting Punjab
along with two fellow
members of the alumni
association of Maharashtra
College of Arts, Science, and
Commerce, Nagpada, to dis-
tribute financial aid to
families affected by the recent
floods. He was asked by the

Ludhiana-based Shahi Imam
of Punjab to proclaim the
azan for the Maghrib or even-
ing prayers.

“The mosque was built in
the early 20th century. After
the village’s Muslims left, the
premises were used as a
school by Christian mission-
aries. The school has now
closed down and the villagers

wanted the mosque to be
handed over to Muslims,” said
Pathan who graduated from
Maharashtra College in 1983.

The mosque is in ruins
because of the absence of a
caretaker. There are no
Muslims in the village located
near the banks of the Ravi
River. Ageel Ansari, another
member of the Maharashtra

College Alumni Association
who was at the ceremony,
said, “The village is located 10-
15km from the border and
once had a mixed population
of Sikhs, Hindus, Christians,
and Muslims. The Sikhs and
Hindus had asked the Shahi
Imam to take charge of the
place. Since we were in
Punjab, the Shahi Imam asked

us to accompany him to the
village to distribute the aid,”
said Ansari, a businessman
who graduated in arts from
the college in 1987.
Maharashtra College was
founded in 1968 by Rafiq
Zakaria, an educationist and
scholar who once repre-
sented India in the United
Nations; Mohammad Ali
Mitha, a philanthropist, and
others. The alumni associ-
ation, which was set up in
2017 during the golden jubilee
of the institution, is involved
in organising charity events.
Last month, the group col-
lected Rs27 lakh and dis-
tributed the aid, first in
Solapur in Maharashtra and
later in Punjab. The principal
of Maharashtra College,
Sirajuddin Chougle, said he
could not join the alumni
group because he was held
back by official work. “We are
happy to be part of this his-
toric event,” said Chougle.
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Open air kitchen?

Cooking with LPG cylinders is being brazenly done on the street near Strand
Cinema in Colaba. The Fire Brigade and BMC appear to be indifferent.

Dead man suspected
of poisoning family

Raina Assainar
NAVI MUMBAI

A day after a Nepali family of
five was found unconscious at
their Ulwe residence - of
which one member had died
- the surviving couple
regained consciousness on
Friday and told police they
had no idea how they were all
poisoned. The police now sus-
pect the deceased, Santosh
Bira Loohar, 22, may have poi-
soned their food.

According to the Ulwe
police, Ramesh Loohar, 23,
and his wife Basanti recorded

their  statements  after
recovering at the Panvel Sub-
District ~ Hospital.  Their

children - Ayush, 5, and
Aryan, 3 - are also said to be
stable. “They revealed that
while Ramesh had bought
mutton, Santosh had pre-
pared the dish on Wednesday
evening. While Santosh had
his dinner first and went to
sleep, Ramesh and Basanti
had dinner around 8pm and
tea at 8.30pm, which Santosh
did not have.

Senior police inspector

Arjun Rajane said it is clear
that tea was not poisoned.
“Since Santosh prepared mut-
ton curry when no one was at
home, it is suspected he might
have poisoned it, but it can be
confirmed only after the
forensic reports come,” he
added.

Basanti began vomiting
first but went back to sleep. By
morning, all four family
members were unable to
move, and soon lost con-
sciousness. The house owner
later alerted the police when
the family did not respond to
repeated knocks.

While  the  brothers
reportedly had no major dis-
putes, they were not close.
Santosh, who had recently
lost his job at a hotel in Ulwe
Sector 5, had been living with
Ramesh for the past few days.
Tamesh too had lost his job as
a watchman. The police sus-
pect financial distress may
have driven Santosh to the
extreme act. So dire was
Ramesh’s financial condition
that he could not treat his
younger son’s fracture from
last year.

Read Here
@ freepressjournal.in

Plaint against
firecrackers

Pranali Lotlikar
MUMBAI

Advocate Hitendra
Gandbhi, a resident of Sion,
has filed a complaint with
the National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC), seeking interven-
tion and strict action
against the widespread
use of firecrackers across
India. He has expressed
deep concern over the
severe  environmental,
health, and animal welfare
impact caused by the
indiscriminate bursting of
firecrackers particularly
during Diwali. Gandhi has
urged the NHRC to issue a
national advisory promot-
ing green, regulated and
compassionate celebra-
tions. He has further
requested the commission
to recommend state-level
enforcement measures.
Full report
[freepressjournal.in
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